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Key communications channel

Over the past two years, the Connecticut
Association of Boards of Education (CABE) has
made improved communication and public
relations a top priority. Working closely with
strategic communications consultant Chris
Horan from Horan Communications, CABE has
honed our messaging, strengthened our
presence on social media, launched a full
rebranding, and much more. In 2025, we
focused on a critical piece of the puzzle that
had not been addressed in many years: a
refresh of our website.

The adoption of new branding, logo, and color
palette prompted the launch of an updated
website in the summer of 2025. The CABE
team embarked on a thorough review of the
existing site and an extensive overhaul, guided
by input from our members, board, and staff.

Increasing website traffic

We've adopted several practices to drive traffic
to the website. Most of our social media posts
now include a link to a story or page on the site,
and our weekly email blasts feature links for
additional information and event registration.
We provided all staff with a new email
signature template that includes icons for our
social media platforms and the new website. 2

From 2024 to 2025, the number of site views
increased by 73%, exceeding 71,000 last year.

Team effort

The revamp of the CABE website was
successful only because of the enthusiastic
involvement of our entire team, particularly our
support staff who are charged with updating
and maintaining each department'’s content.

Key website improvements in 2025

» Updated the “look and feel” to reflect the new branding and color scheme.

» Redesigned the home page with more dynamic content, embedded social media feeds, recent

news stories, and upcoming events.

» Replaced stock images with original photos of students from Connecticut public schools.

e Improved the site architecture and navigation to streamline the user experience.

« Emphasized core messaging about CABE and K-12 public education in Connecticut.

* Enhanced marketing of some of our leading services, such as CABE Search Services.

» Improved pages about our signature events, particularly the annual CABE/CAPSS Convention.

+ Highlighted content designed to strengthen member engagement, especially involvement in
the nine geographic regions known as CABE Areas.

+ Added pages to highlight new and expanded programs, including the “Ready. Set. Govern!”

trainings for new school board members.


https://www.cabe.org/
https://www.cabe.org/services/cabe-search-services
https://www.cabe.org/professional-development/convention
https://www.cabe.org/about/cabe-areas
https://www.cabe.org/professional-development/readysetgovern
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Lighting the Way for Student Success

The CABE/CAPSS Convention provides Connecticut board of education members

and superintendents the opportunity to acquire knowledge through gemneral

sessions and workshops that can help them prepare students to be successful in

the 21st Century. Attend the Cornvention and experience a day focused on student

. Hear from top-level education thought leaders on the latest educational

tives, celebrate Connecticut alented students, and network h school
leaders from throughout the State.

Registration is Now Open!

Register Cnline &D

For additional information and to access a printable registration form, please click
here.
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CABE selected to provide mandatory training for new Board
members

New passed by CT General Assembly requires training for new BOE members
In June 2023, the Co jeut General Asser passed and the Governor §

new law that requires all first-time elected or regional Board of Education
members to pa e in train ithin one year of taking office. The law states
that the training “include, but not be limited to, the role and responsibilities of a
board member, the dul and obligat a board of education and school
district budgeting and education finance.” Continue Rea

As part of the new board member training mandate, CABE, CASBO, and the CT
State Department of Education present the following Professional Development
opportunities:

b CABE Board Member Handbook
F School Finance Webinar Series FREE 12:00 - 115 pm
F Board Chair Webinar Series FREE 12:00-1:15 pm

F Using EdSight to Drive Decision Making at the Board Table FREE

"’ CABE Connecsicut Aussciation
‘ of Boards of Education
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Mine CABE Areas

CABE is organized into ning regions, called Assas, in order o foster
epportunties for board of education members 10 interact and collaborate with colisages. from
neighboring communiies.

Area Directors

Tha aciivities in aach region s coondinaied by ors or mon (up to three) Ares Diveciors, who
are eiecied al the Convention Delegate Assembly by member boards of education in each
nesgion. The Ares Direcions seeve two-year arm: on the CABE Bosrd of Dirscion,

Area Directors play that C as hully as
possible in the associations programs and senvices. Ares Direciors work closely with B
CABE Lisisong in Il igaon 1o ke kal Dasrd of poucstan marmbars informd and
Imvoived. The Area Directons also promoln two-wary communication botesan the CABE Board
of Dineciors and ity mambars. paniculary by Sharing with the Boand any quastions, conceens.
and kinas Bty anse at the regional level

For more information about the current Asea Directons, please Cick harg.
A Activities

The annual CABE budget includes funds 1o support actiities in each Area. The CARE brlws
niscuing ench Anes 1o hold &t least two negional mestings per year, Area Direcion may
COMen® AABONAI MEESNgS. A5 wel A5 INfoMmal gathorngs, NEtworking Sesskons, aming
opporunities, of other activites. Each Area hypically hosts a legisiative breaidast every year,
which Evings iogeiher boand of sducaiion members and members of the Connaclicul Gereral
Amsamisty b talk about critical izsues in stale education polioy and funding
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